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Chapter 2 Section 1 Notes
Mesopotamia and Sumer
I. The Geographic Setting
A. Mesopotamia
1. Lies between the ________________________ rivers
2. Part of Fertile Crescent, which stretches in a crescent shape from the eastern edge of _________________
___________________________________________
B. Tigris & Euphrates Rivers
1. Source ___________________________________
2. Floods brought:
a) ______________________
b) ______________________
c) ______________________

II. ___________________________
A. Independent cities
1. Shared common __________________________
2. Remained _______________________________
3. [image: View Image]Each city acted as a state 
4. [image: View Image]Each city had its own
a) _____________________
b) _____________________
c) _____________________
1. Markets were busy places where _______________ ____________________________could be acquired 
2. Streets were crowded 
3. Houses faced inner courtyards, where family life took place 
[image: Ziggurats and the Greatest of them -  Sumerian Ziggurat of Ur]





III.     _________________________________
A. Temples
1. Sites of ___________________________________
2. [image: http://www.crystalinks.com/sumergodstree.jpg][image: http://www.crystalinks.com/godanu.jpg]Built as __________________
B. Religious beliefs
1. People believed ____________________________
2. Myths or stories about gods explained people’s beliefs
C. The gods
1. _________________________________________
2. ______________________ were offered to the gods
D. The fall of Sumer
1. _________________________________________
2. City-states conquered and ___________________
_________________________________________
[image: http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTb_iBv_BKL98A3U6jzbkF/SIG=11o0pjh76/EXP=1257378049/**http%3A/my.fit.edu/~rosiene/akkad.jpg][image: View Image]
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