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Notes Chapter 1 Section 1

Geography and History (Pg-10)

1. Understanding History
2. Before and After Writing

i. 5,000 years ago S.W. Asia & Africa developed systems of writing.

ii. History is the written and other recorded events of people.

iii. Prehistory is the time before history or recorded events.

3. Prehistory: Digging Up the Past

a. Archaeologists are scientists who examine objects to learn about the past peoples and cultures. 
i. Use clues other than written record, such as bones, tools, objects.

4. History: A Record in Writing

a. Historians use written records to understand past societies and cultures.  What did they say about themselves?

5. A Record of Spoken Word

a. Written records often began as oral ones.

b. Oral traditions are stories passed down by word of mouth. 
i. Often are stories of a family’s history.  

ii. They tell what people considered important.
1. Not all Oral stories are historically accurate.  

2. They change as they are retold.
6. Linking Geography and History

a. Geography is the study of the Earth’s surface and the processes that shaped it.  

b. Knowing the connections between geography and history is often the key to understanding why events happened.

c. An example would be Egyptian civilization

i. Built on the banks of the Nile River in Africa

ii. River + rich soil=surplus of food
iii. Food surplus=other jobs=great civilization
